Preclinical Preceptorship Course Syllabus

COURSES: 


Preclinical Preceptorship I, II, III, IV (EMS emphasis)

COURSE #’s:


IDC 5313, 5323, 6313, 6323)

CREDIT HOURS:

0.5 per semester

YEAR/SEMESTER:

M-1 and M-2 fall and winter

MEETING DATES:

To be arranged with course coordinator





Administrative meeting/signup





Post ride-along seminar with medical director tba

TOTAL HOURS:

18+





Minimum of 15 observation/contact hours





Administrative meeting (1.5 hr)





Post ride-along seminar (1.5 hr)

COURSE DIRECTOR:
Kevin Nugent, EMT-P





Director, EMS Education &  Training

CONTACT INFO:

Room # 4369





Sanford Ziff Health Care Center





954-262-4366

OFFICE HOURS:

By appointment

Faculty Roster

Administrative Course Director:

Kevin P. Nugent, EMT-P
Director, Emergency Medical Services Training

Faculty:

Fire Department Paramedics

North Lauderdale Fire Rescue

Tony Gandia, MD

Medical Director

North Lauderdale Fire Rescue

Maureen Campbell, DO, FACEP
Medical Director
NSUCOM
Division of EMS Training

Student Advisors:

Kevin M. Boehm, MSc

Nova Southeastern University 

College of Osteopathic Medicine

Class of 2005

Ben Lawner, BA, NREMT-P, CCEMT-P

Nova Southeastern University

College of Osteopathic Medicine

Class of 2005

II. Course Description

The Preclinical Preceptorship I-IV (EMS emphasis) functions to expose interested students to the world of prehospital medicine. Through ride-alongs with local paramedics and pre hospital health care providers, medical students will better understand the vital role of emergency medical services personnel. Pre hospital health care delivery is multifaceted and requires an interdisciplinary approach from all levels of providers. Prehospital medicine is often unpredictable, challenging, and spontaneous. Interaction with paramedics, emergency medical technicians, and physician medical directors will help the medical student gain a functional understanding of EMS system dynamics. 

Instructional Activities and Methods
At the beginning of each semester, students are required to attend an orientation session. During that time, assignments for ride alongs will be coordinated. The course director or medical director will explain the course goals, administrative procedures, and related policies. The student will then participate in observational ride alongs with local fire departments and ambulance squads. Students will have the opportunity to observe the following:

· Delivery of advanced cardiac life support and pediatric advanced life support

· Rapid patient history taking and assessment

· Development of a field impression/working diagnosis

· Interaction of paramedical personnel with a on and off-line physician medical director

· Critical care decision making

· Safety concerns unique to emergency dispatching and response

III. Course goals

The overall goals of the Preclinical Preceptorship (EMS emphasis) courses include the following:

To expose students to pre-hospital medicine. 

To educate students about concerns unique to the delivery of prehospital health care.

To enhance student awareness of the multi-disciplinary approach required in modern emergency medical services systems.

To present emergency medical services systems and personnel as a vital link in the chain of patient survival.

IV. Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of the Preclinical preceptorship I-IV (EMS emphasis) the student will be able to:

Explain the differences between first responders, EMTs, paramedics, and specialzed members of the prehospital health care team.

Recite mnemonics useful for the rapid acquisition of patient information.

Describe the meaning of off line and online medical control.

Explain the role of the medical director physician in pre-hospital health care delivery.

Explain the role of emergency medical services systems.

V. Course Schedule

As previously stated, the student will observe paramedics for a minimum of 15 hours. The course will also include an initial orientation session and conclude with a post-ride along seminar. The actual ride along schedule will vary according to fire department policy and student availability. 

VI. Attendance


The attendance policy is as stated in the College of Osteopathic Medicine student handbook. Students are required to notify fire department/ambulance personnel as soon as possible if schedule changes occur. In all cases, successful course completion is contingent upon attendance at the two course meetings and satisfying the minimum observational requirement of 15 hours. 

VII. Professional Conduct

Students must demonstrate professionalism and conduct themselves as courteous and responsible medical professionals at all times. This includes both actions and attire. Students will dress according to North Lauderdale Fire Rescue’s standard operating guidelines. Students will be required to wear their officially issued Nova Southeastern University identification cards. Recommended attire includes clean labcoat, surgical scrubs, and tennis shoes. Shoes must be closed-toed and have non-slip soles. Heels are not permitted for safety reasons. 

VIII. Student Attendance / Log

Two forms must be completed and handed in for successful course completion: Students must fill out the approved patient contact sheet. The course director will sign off on the contact sheet. . Two students will also complete an attendance log. The paramedic in charge will verify via signature that a student was present for a scheduled ride along. 

IX. Grading Criteria

The preclinical preceptorship is graded as follows:

1) A passing grade of “S” is issued when the appropriately filled out forms are turned into the course director at the final seminar. Satisfactory course completion depends upon attendance at scheduled ride alongs, attendance at required course meetings, and form completion. 

2) Failure to meet the above requirements will result in an “F” or failing grade. 

X. Evaluations

Student evaluations will be completed in accordance with the policies of the Nova Southeastern University College of Osteopathic Medicine. 

XI. Role of Preceptor Paramedics

The precepting paramedic is defined as the paramedic who is in charge of patient care. These senior or attending paramedics will provide professional prehospital care. The paramedics will sign off on the appropriate student forms and answer clinical questions to the best of their ability. The preceptor paramedics are either nationally or state certified and are approved by a physician medical director to provide advanced adult and pediatric life support. 

XII. Role of Student
The student has the responsibility for his/her own learning by:

· Acting in a professional manner with all preceptors, instructors, and staff (including emergency department personnel)

· Meeting all schedule requirements and keeping track of necessary schedule revisions

· Consulting with the Preclinical Preceptorship Course Director on any problems or concerns

· Taking an active role in improving their prehospital patient care experience

Nova Southeastern University College of Osteopathic Medicine

Student Attendance Log
Student Name  _______________________________________

Student Number ______________________________________

Semester  _______________________________

	Date
	Location
	Preceptor Name
	Preceptor Signature
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Nova Southeastern University College of Osteopathic Medicine

Patient Contact Sheet
Student Name  _______________________________________

Student Number ______________________________________

Semester  _______________________________

Course Director Signature  ______________________________

	Date
	Patient Profile
	Chief Complaint
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